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The distribution of the rainfall over the region determines
a definite arrangement of orchard farm and pastoral
country The dryness is not entirely a drawback however
as the fertility is not washed out of the soils and where

FIG 161   IRRIGATION IN A BIG WAY
View of the Grand Coulee dam under construction. Notice the
barren country which made irrigation necessary the modern town
constructed for the engineers and workmen and their families
and water rushing through the spillways The dam is now the
worlds greatest single source of electrical energy and will ulti
mately reclaim 1,250000 acres of arid and abandoned holdings
irrigation is possible the land is very productive The rolling
hilis of much of the Columbia Basin are m great contrast
to the rocky Alpine areas of the Fraser and this is chiefly
a result of glaaal action in past ages in both cases The
anoent gtaaers scoured out the Fraser very cleanly but
m the Columbia Basm much glaaal rubbish was left behind